Reprint of our Members December 2024 Newsletter Prize Crossword by Mojo

A cryptic crossword with a hint of horticulture
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Warmth rose up to meet gardeners’
friends (10)

Soft powder found in metal casing (4)
Prepare for a downfall, if you lose it! (7)
Box containing nothing but Popeye
perhaps? (7)

Bend over backwards like an Ancient
Roman to eat cereal; nothing’s wasted (9)
Sounds like he’s good company after
eating magic mushrooms! (5)

Women going backwards in north, not
speaking the king’s English (5)

Toss caber into choppy mere, but hug it
again first! (2-7)

Possibly fan of old farm machinery? (9)
Inappropriate paint? (5)

Quiet, lacklustre piece of wood? (5)
Hurried through dry continent to find
bloomer (9)

Tool helps soil to ‘breathe’ by cycling at
rear with oxygen? (7)

Holds back Romeo, a German, from evil
(5,2)

Work soil, in part illegally (4)

Take 30 and 40 somethings away from
mill, before getting confused, and see
them come back next year? (10)
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Glowing performance in The Ashes! (5)
Unwilling to be re-examined on radio in
November? (9)

Thanking British sage for arranging garden
decorations? (7,7)

Oscar to write song outside? (4,3)

Teach the setter about a dangerous
weapon? (7)

Article about small bulb producing tree
seed (5)

Don’t come in without a ring to mix sauce
(9)

Quiet at first about lie already made? (14)
Type of propagation that makes the
National Trust pleased? (4,5)
Chrysanthemum said to have escaped
from Russia? (9)

Antiseptic oil from The OId Vic perhaps —
not hot, but with added energy! (3,4)
Person with more time to spend in bed or
in flower beds! (7)

Good time to plant potatoes at first, along
most of a rill (5)

Initially a Latin name across the pond for
streamside tree (5)



